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It is extremely doubtful, however, in the opinion of the reviewer, whether these 
measures would achieve any permanent gains unless they were accompanied by a 
thoroughgoing decrease in the birth rate. Dr. Foerster avoids this question but it is 
one that should be considered in any adequate discussion of Italy's population 
problem. 

Such a reduction in the birth rate would undoubtedly meet with opposition both 
from the Catholic church and from the imperialists and militarists. The church 
would object because it has always stood for a maximum increase of its membership. 
The militarists and imperialists want a surplus population to man the new empires, 
that they are hoping to stake out in Dalmatia, North Africa and Asia Minor and to 
form the armies necessary to maintain and enlarge these dominions. 

Paul H. Douglas. 



Statistics in Business. — Their Analysis, Charting and Use. By Horace Secrist, 
Ph.D. New York, The McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1920. 137 pp. 

As stated by the author in his brief preface, this book is intended primarily for the 
business executive, and with this purpose in mind the treatment is concrete and con- 
cise. In the reader's opinion it should prove valuable to the busy executive in sug- 
gesting phases of business for scientific study. The material it contains is not 
mathematical, and can be grasped by persons possessed of little or no knowledge of 
the scientific aspects of statistics. 

The first three chapters, covering forty pages, define and describe the facts of busi- 
ness — any business. We are told how to recognize business facts and where to find 
available »ources. The fourth chapter, under the title of ' ' Classifying and Tabulating 
the Facts," gives a short and lucid description of the correct and incorrect methods 
of tabulating statistical data. The author has illustrated the text with several tables 
and has indicated their good and bad features. Certain fundamental principles are 
given for the preparation of schedules for the collection of data: (1) Cooperation 
must be solicited. (2) Inquiries should be brief and to the point. (3) The forms 
should be simple and not involve an undue amount of labor. (4) The questions 
should be answerable so far as possible by yes or no or by a simple answer. 

After having first shown us how to define and to recognize and then to collect and 
tabulate our facts, the author in the fifth chapter shows us how to present them in a 
striking manner by the use of graphs. Rules for charting as well as a description of 
the various methods and materials used, are treated with sufficient detail as to be a 
comprehensive survey of the subject. The criticism maybe made, however, that often 
the illustration and the text are not on the same page, making it necessary that the 
reader turn over several pages when referring to the diagram. This arrangement is 
not conducive to a close study of the diagrams, and the tendency would be to read 
the text and casually refer to the illustrations, not giving them the careful attention 
they deserve. 

The closing chapters of this small volume treat the methods of summarizing the 
results obtained from the tabulating and charting of data. The author devotes some 
consideration to the discussion of the use and advantages of the average as well a s to 
business principles and standards. In his opinion there are two stages in the ap pli- 
cation of scientific methods to business or other phenomena: (1) scientific observation 
and (2) logical inference. It is only by passing through both that a science of business 
can be developed. 

R. L. White. 



